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FRANKFURT FOR EDER, GAO; USCG PASS USGAO FOR DIRECTOR 
E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: AGAO, ELTN, BBSR, BE 

SUBJECT: GAO STUDY OF INTERNATIONAL URBAN RAILCAR MARKET 

REF: (A) STATE 203417, (B) BRUSSELS 15777 (NOTAL), 

1 . FURTHER TO OUR TELEGRAM (REF B), THE EMBASSY HAS NOW 
RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING NOTE FROM THE BELGIAN MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (INFORMAL TRANSLATION): 

QUOTE... I HAVE THE HONOR TO CONFIRM TO YOU THAT OUR 
WASHINGTON EMBASSY INFORMED ME THAT REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
GAO WILL VISIT BELGIUM IN THE NEAR FUTURE. THIS MISSION 
HAS AS ITS OBJECTIVE THE STUDY OF THE MASS TRANSIT SECTOR. 

IT WILL INCLUDE IN ADDITION A VISIT TO THE FIRM 

BRUGEOISE ET NIVELLES IN ORDER TO FOLLOW-UP ON A COMPLAINT 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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FILED BY THE AMERICAN FIRM PULLMAN WHICH CONSIDERS 
THAT ITIS CONFRONTED BY UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICES ON THE 
PART OF FOREIGN FIRMS IN THE MASS TRANSIT EQUIPMENT 
SECTOR. 

QUOTE I AM ASTONISHED THAT THE GAO HAS BEEN PLACED IN 
CHARGE OF THIS INQUIRY AND WOULD GREATLY APPRECIATE IT IF 
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YOU WOULD FURNISH ME WITH SOME ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON 
THIS SUBJECT... END QUOTE. SIGNED R. BUYSSE, DIRECTOR 

2. REFTEL B OBJECTED TO THE PROPOSED GAO STUDY AT THE 
TIME SUGGESTED. WE WISH TO QUALIFY, HOWEVER, ONE POINT 
MADE IN OUR MESSAGE. AT THE TIME WE RECEIVED THE TELEPHONE 
INQUIRY FROM MR. BUYSSE'S OFFICE, WE WERE INFORMED 

THAT APPOINTMENTS HAD ALREADY BEEN REQUESTED. IN A MEET- 
ING WITH HIM AUGUST 22, MR. BUYSSE INDICATED THAT HE HAD 
BREN MISTAKEN. THE INFORMATION ON THE APPOINTMENTS RE- 
QUESTED HAD COME FROM THE BELGIAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON. 
SUBSEQUENT TO HIS TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF, HE 
CONFIRMED WITH OBCE, OFFICE NATIONAL DU DUCROIRE, ETC. 

THAT INTERVIEWS HAD IN FACT NOT YET BEEN SOUGHT. 

3. IN HIS REMARKS TO EMBOFF AUGUST 22, BUYSSE NOTED THAT 
INQUIRY SEEMED BASED ON THE COMPLAINT OF ONE US MANU- 
FACTURER. WE INDICATED THAT ACCORDING TO THE INFORMATION 
WE HAD RECEIVED (REFTEL A) THE STUDY WAS NOT GENERATED 
BY COMPLAINT FROM ONE US MANUFACTURER. MR. BUYSSE, HOW- 
EVER, OBSERVED WRYLY THAT IT WAS CURIOUS THAT PULLMAN 
HAD CHOSEN TO FOLLOW NOVEL ROUTE THROUGH CONGRESS AND GAO 
RATHER THAN ESTABLISHED PROCEDURES THROUGH TREASURY 
AND/OR ITC. CHAMBERS 
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